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CALReUSE Assessment Program History & Overview 

In Fiscal Year (FY) 2001-02, the CALReUSE Assessment Program was established using 

funds derived from the California Pollution Control Financing Authority’s bond issuance fees.7 

The Assessment Program provided low-interest loans up to $125,000 (increased to 

$500,000 in FY 2008-09) to help finance the cost of contaminated site assessment,        

technical assistance, and remedial action planning. 

The Assessment Program was designed to mitigate financial risks associated with site    

assessment and redevelopment of contaminated sites. When a borrower completed the     

environmental site assessment but then determined that a development project was           

unfeasible, the borrower could receive loan forgiveness; however, if the borrower moves       

forward with development activities or transfers the property within 25 years, a forgiven loan 

must be repaid to the CALReUSE Assessment Program.    

Between FY 2001-02 and FY 2011-12, 48 projects were awarded CALReUSE Assessment 

Program loans, but four projects were later withdrawn. CPCFA entered into loan agreements 

with 44 borrowers totaling $3,576,439, 43 of which were in economically distressed commu-

nities8  as shown in the chart below. Through FY 2017-18, 24 loans totaling $1,576,237 have 

been repaid, and 20 loans totaling $2,000,202 have been forgiven.  

The Assessment Program has no loans outstanding and zero funding is available for new 

loans. CPCFA staff continues to monitor the compliance of all projects which received loan   

forgiveness. 

 See Attachment A for a complete Assessment Program award portfolio of projects. 
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7Established per CCR Title 4, Division 11, Article 9, Subarticle 1, 8090-8101. 

8Economically distressed as defined by CCR Title 4, Division 11, Article 9, Subarticle 1, 8090, (j). 

CALReUSE Assessment Program Projects in 

Economically Distressed Communities by County  

Alameda 11 San Diego 5 

Contra Costa 2 San Francisco 2 

Humboldt 1 San Joaquin 1 

Kern 1 San Mateo 1 

Los Angeles 11 Santa Clara 2 

Sacramento 1 Sonoma 4 

San Bernardino 1 TOTAL 43 



  

 

Each Assessment dollar loaned through the Program utilizes $126 of additional capital in-

vestment, which is more than seven times the United States Environmental Protection  Agen-

cy’s ratio of $17 of additional investment per dollar spent for its brownfield programs.9  

Through FY 2017-18, 19 development projects have been completed on Assessment    

Program loan sites, resulting in 1,017 new housing units of which 794 are affordable units, 

commercial, and retail space.  

The Assessment Program provides valuable information about the conditions of             

contaminated sites to community decision makers. The increased knowledge gained through 

environmental assessments enables private developers and local economic development  

entities to evaluate the best use of each site.  For example, in FY 2017-2018 two projects 

funded by the Assessment Program moved forward with housing developments, increasing 

the Assessment Program’s anticipated housing production to 2,901 housing units, including 

1,031 for-sale or rental affordable units, once all projects are completed.  Below is a chart of 

the CALReUSE Assessment Program’s current and anticipated housing production. 

CALReUSE ASSESSMENT RATIO OF ADDITIONAL REVITALIZATION 

INVESTMENT EXCEEDS NATIONAL AVERAGE BY 7X 

CALReUSE Assessment Program Accomplishments 
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9United States Environmental Protection Agency, Overview of the Brownfields Program, 2/27/19, https://www.epa.gov/

brownfields/overview-brownfields-program. 
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CALReUSE Remediation Program History & Overview 

The CALReUSE Remediation Program was funded with $60 million from Proposition 1C, the 

Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2006, further defined by the Legislature in 

the 2007-08 Budget Act and trailer bill.10   The Remediation Program is administered by CPCFA 

in consultation with the California Department of Housing and Community Development 

(HCD).  The Remediation Program is a grant and loan program that finances clean up activities 

of contaminated sites, so that necessary infrastructure can be developed and construction of 

housing units can commence. After the passage of Proposition 1C in 2006, CPCFA expanded 

the Remediation Program’s housing requirements to require grant-funded projects to be at 

least 15% affordable.  

In FY 2008-09, CPCFA made 34 project awards totaling $55 million based on factors such 

as costs of contamination clean up, development of housing units, project readiness, and   

public benefits.11  Four projects returned their awards, and the funds were redirected to an 

underfunded project on a waiting list.  

Since FY 2008-09, $53,724,796 has been disbursed to 30 projects, and 21 projects have 

completed both remediation of the contaminated site and development. Of the remaining    

nine projects; four projects are currently conducting remediation; four projects have           

completed remediation and are in the development process; and one project completed      

remediation but returned funds that were disbursed because the housing development       

became infeasible. See Attachment B for the Remediation Program Portfolio of projects.   

The following chart outlines the positive impacts to health and safety, housing, and         

economic development that CALReUSE Remediation revitalization has brought to California 

communities. 

CALReUSE Remediation Outcomes FY 2008-09 to       

FY 2017-18 

Additional Upon 

Project Completion 

Total 

Acres of Brownfield Remediated 397 acres 398 acres 795 acres 

Number of Housing Units Completed 2,219 3,220 5,439 

Number of Affordable Units Completed 1,777 1,016 2,793 

Additional Housing Investment12 $711,525,099 $2,409,357,877 $3,120,882,976 

Number of Permanent Jobs Created13 480 33,917 34,397 

Number of Temporary Jobs Created14 4,375 74,790 79,165 

10Senate Bills 77 and 86 of 2007. 
11Selection criteria per CCR Title 4, Division 11, Article 9, Subarticle 2, 8012.14. 
12Additional Housing Investment costs were self-reported by each awardee in a December 2012 Program Participant Survey. 
13The number of jobs created were self-reported by each awardee in the CALReUSE Remediation Program Grant Application. 
14Id. 



  

 

CALReUSE Remediation Program Accomplishments 

CALReUSE REMEDIATION STRUCTURED TO PROMOTE  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 
The CALReUSE Remediation Program reduces contamination in disadvantaged and         

low-income communities by transforming brownfields and adding affordable housing. From  

FY 2008-09 to FY 2017-18, CALReUSE Remediation Program funding has resulted in the       

completion of 2,219 housing units amongst 21 projects, with 80% (1,777) of the units being 

affordable for-sale or rental units.15 

 For the 21 completed projects, each CALReUSE Remediation dollar has been              

accompanied by $31.58 in other funds toward total development costs. The Program          

anticipates producing a total of 5,439 housing units, including 2,793 for-sale or rental        

affordable units, once all projects are completed.  Below is a chart of the CALReUSE            

Remediation Program’s current and anticipated housing production.  
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15Affordable as defined by Health and Safety Code section 53545.13. 

(continued on next page) 
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CALReUSE Remediation Program Accomplishments (continued) 

 

Characteristics of Completed CALReUSE             

Remediation Projects by Project Name and 

City 

Housing 

Units 

Affordable 

Housing 

Units 

Support 

Services16 

Mixed- 

Use17 

Transit-

Served18 

1345 Turk St. Affordable Condominiums, San 

Francisco 

32 32   Y 

15th and Commercial, San Diego 140 139 Y   

2235 Third Street, San Francisco 196 39    

3rd Street Residential Development, San Jose  37 36    

64th and Christie Site, Emeryville 190 29   Y 

Bay Avenue Senior Apartments, Capitola 109 102 Y   

Carson City Center Senior Housing, Carson 86 85  Y  

Cedar Gateway, San Diego 65 63   Y 

COMM22, San Diego 206 197 Y  Y 

Fourth Street Apartments, San Jose 100 99 Y  Y 

Lampwork Lofts, Oakland 92 0    

La Valentina, Sacramento  81 80  Y Y 

Lillie Mae Jones Plaza, Richmond 26 25 Y  Y 

Lorena Apartments, Los Angeles 112 111    

Miramar Village, Los Angeles 114 113    

Octavia Court, San Francisco 15 14 Y  Y 

PWC Family Housing, Los Angeles 45 44 Y  Y 

St. Joseph’s Senior Apartments, Oakland 84 83 Y Y Y 

Studio 15, San Diego 275 273   Y 

The Crossings on 29th Street, Los Angeles 34 33 Y  Y 

Township 9, Sacramento  180 180  Y Y 

Totals 2,219 1,777 9 4 13 
16The support services provided were self-reported by each awardee in the Completed Infill Development Report. 
17Defined as the specific building associated with the CALReUSE grant being mixed-use, as self-reported by each awardee. 

Single-purpose buildings that are part of a larger mixed-use development were not counted.  
18Defined as located within 1/2 mile of a transit stop, as self-reported by each awardee in the Completed Infill Development 

Report.  

 The completed CALReUSE Remediation projects revitalize their communities by replacing 

blight with new housing. Nine projects also offer residents support services such as childcare, 

health enhancement, and support for employment. Four projects are mixed-use                   

developments, bringing commercial activity along with housing. Thirteen locations are served 

by  public or private mass transportation, providing residents access to the larger community. 

The chart below summarizes the characteristics of the projects completed to date.  



  

 

Success Story: Former Flower Nursery Becomes New Housing 

A DERELICT AND CONTAMINATED FORMER NURSERY BECOMES A KEY 

COMMUNITY ASSET, PROVIDING NEW AFFORDABLE HOUSING TO SENIORS 

Miraflores Project Background: 

 Located in Richmond, California 

the approximately 14-acre site was 

home to three flower nurseries which 

had been in operation from the early 

1900’s to 2006. The flower nurseries 

were owned and operated by the    

Sakai, Oishi and Maida-Endo families 

who were interned with many other 

Japanese-Americans during World 

War II, and afterward returned to 

R ichmond to cont inue the i r           

CALReUSE Annual Report to the California State Legislature 2017-18 Fiscal Year          Page 9 

Location:                Richmond, CA 

Property Size:        14 acres 

Former Use:           Flower nursery 

Total Housing Units:                    270 

Affordable Housing Units:           109 

Market Rate Housing Units:        161 

CALReUSE Grant Recipient: 

 

The City of Richmond, as successor to the 

Richmond Community Redevelopment    

Agency, received a $2,604,490 CALReUSE 

Brownfield cleanup grant in 2008. 

Project Partners: 

 

Senior Rental Housing Project (80 units of 

which 79 are affordable): Eden Housing, Inc., 

Community  Housing Development              

Corporation of North Richmond, and Wells 

Fargo 

For-Sale Housing Project (190 units of which            

30 are affordable): Miraflores Community 

Devco, LLC 

Accomplishments: 

● Received $2.6m in CALReUSE funding for the environmental cleanup of contaminated 

soils; removal of underground storage tanks; abatement of lead and asbestos;  and the 

preservation of historic greenhouses. 

● Creation of 120 permanent and 230 temporary jobs. 

● Completion of a senior rental housing project, providing 79 affordable apartments for   

residents between 30-45% of Area Median Income. 

Photo E see Index, p. 11. 

BEFORE 

(continued on next page) 



  

 

MIRAFLORES PROVIDES NEW AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

FOR SENIORS IN RICHMOND  

Success Story: Former Flower Nursery Becomes New Housing (continued) 
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AFTER 

Photo F, see Index, p. 11. 

 

n u r s e r y  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e              

contaminated site consisted of 

greenhouses, residences, well-

pump houses,   boiler houses,  

warehouses, and storage sheds. 

The site was deemed a brownfield 

because it was contaminated by 

pesticides and lead. Additionally, 

petroleum hydrocarbons such as 

diesel and motor oil were found in 

the soil and the groundwater. The 

site also required the removal of 

two underground storage tanks, 

and abatement of lead and          

asbestos in structures. 

Future Development:  

 Planning approval and infrastructure work has been completed to support the 190 (30  

affordable) units of the for-sale housing project. Construction will be in four phases, with the 

first phase anticipated to commence in 2019. The developer anticipates the final phase will 

be completed by mid-2021.  The development will include creek restoration and reuse of   

preserved historic structures, including greenhouses and homes dating back to the 1900’s. 



  

 

Photo Index 
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Please refer to Attachments A and B for more details on specific projects. 
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Photos A & B: 2235 Third Street (former scrap iron and metal yard, San Francisco, CA), 

recipient of $2.1M CALReUSE Remediation grant. 
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Photo C: Cedar Gateway (former service station and automobile repair facility, San     

Diego, CA), recipient of $94k CALReUSE Remediation grant.  

 

Photo D: Mercado del Barrio (former storage facility, San Diego, CA), recipient of $70k 

CALReUSE Assessment Loan.  
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Photo E: Miraflores Senior Housing Project (former flower nursery, Richmond, CA),      

recipient of $2.6M CALReUSE Remediation grant. 

 

Page 10 

Photo F: Miraflores Senior Housing Project (former flower nursery, Richmond, CA),      

recipient of $2.6M CALReUSE Remediation grant. 

 

 

 


